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Synopsis

This Newbery Honor book about a girl who has never known family fighting for her first true home
Ag¢a -A“will leave readers . . . satisfiedA¢a -Ae (Kirkus Reviews). A A Hollis Woods is the place
where a baby was abandoned is the babyA¢a -4,¢s name is an artist is now a twelve-year-old girl
whoAg¢a -4,¢s been in so many foster homes she can hardly remember them all. A A When Hollis
is sent to Josie, an elderly artist who is quirky and affectionate, she wants to stay. But Josie is
growing more forgetful every day. If Social Services finds out, theyA¢a -4,¢ll take Hollis away and
move Josie into a home. Well, Hollis Woods wonA¢a -4,¢t let anyone separate them.

SheA¢a -4,¢s escaped the system before; this time, sheA¢a —4,¢s taking Josie with her. Still,
even as she plans her future with Josie, Hollis dreams of the past summer with the Regans, fixing
each special moment of her days with them in pictures sheA¢a -a,¢ll never forget. A A Patricia
Reilly Giff captures the yearning for a place to belong in this warmhearted story, which stresses the

importance of artistic vision, creativity, and above all, family.
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Customer Reviews

Giff (Lily s Crossing; All the Way Home) again introduces a carefully delineated and sympathetic

heroine in this quiet contemporary novel. Artistically talented Hollis Woods, age 12, has made a



habit of running away from foster homes, but she s found a place on Long Island where she wants
to stay for a while. She immediately bonds with Josie, her new guardian, who is a slightly eccentric,
retired art teacher. Yet Hollis is far from content. She worries about Josie s increasing forgetfulness,
and she sorely misses her last foster family, the Regans, whom she left under tense circumstances
that are only gradually made clear. Giff intersperses tender scenes demonstrating Hollis s growing
affection for Josie with memories of the Regans, whose images Hollis preserves in her sketchbook.
Pictures of motherly 1zzy Regan, her architect husband and their mischievous yet compassionate
son, Steven, sensitively express the young artist s conception of a perfect family. As readers
become intimately acquainted with Hollis, they will come to understand her fears, regrets and
longings, and will root for her as she pursues her dream of finding a home where she belongs. Ages

8-13.Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Grade 4-7-Abandoned at birth, Hollis Woods has lived in about a half dozen homes and has always
wished for a family. A foster caretaker describes her as "a mountain of trouble." When Josie Cahill,
a retired art teacher, takes the 12-year-old into her home on Long Island, NY, the two bond almost
immediately. Hollis draws pictures with colored pencils and Josie carves branches into people.
However, it soon becomes clear that Josie has trouble remembering things, and Hollis becomes the
caregiver. When she stops attending school, a social worker comes by to investigate. Flashbacks
slowly illuminate Hollis’s life with one family who had hoped to adopt her and why this didn’t happen.
Giff masterfully weaves these two strands together in a surprising and satisfying ending. Strong
characterization and a solid sense of place are the strengths of this heartfelt story that will appeal to
fans of Sharon Creech’s Ruby Holler (2002), Katherine Paterson’s The Great Gilly Hopkins (1978,
both HarperCollins), and Zilpha Keatley Snyder’s Gib Rides Home (Delacorte, 1998).Jean Gaffney,
Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library, Miamisburg, OHCopyright 2002 Cahners Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Some children’s books are only for children, but a good story has layers of interest for everyone.

This is that kind of story.

The best book on children at risk in the foster system. Have given it to youth, parents and clinicians

for years in my practice and to my students. Amazing book.

| said something to friends about maybe not reaching my 100 books-per-year goal this year for the



first time in forever and one of my friends sent 2 books, short books. *laughing™ | figured, okay, let’s
cheat a little. Some YA books, some audio books. | can do it! So, | really expected this to be a light
"whatever" type of book.| wasn’t expecting this book to be so good. It’s written for middle school
aged kids, but it’s really quite good. | won’t go into the full description, you can read that on your
own, but the story of this orphaned girl coming into her own, into her family and watching her grow
not only through helping someone that needed her but also through her artwork is truly magical. The
author does a really good job of keeping the past and present separated and of keeping us
guessing - what happened that Summer?This is not a book | would have picked up on my own, but |

enjoyed it none-the-less. Definitely a great book to read if you want a change of pace.

Honestly, | cried a lot and | love this book so much | could read it
100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,00
0,000 Times and still wouldn’t be sick of it. No book compares to this | love this book so much and it

was so touching that it made me feel like | was Hollis and | could feel for Hollis.

| would recommend this book to everyone. | normally read science fiction and fantasy. This book

was a wonderful change and a great uplifting message.

Me and my school friends love this book and even after | read it the first time | read it a second time

| still loved it | also loved the movie | recommend this book to everyone

Such a sweet and moving story!

good
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